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POLITICAL. 


The Koh-i-Nur (Lahore), of the 10th December, says Circulation, 
Cinit ond Military that the Civil and Military Gasette, pad 005: 
Gazette and the Raja of of the 29th November, in noticing 
sacra: the telegram addressed to the editor 
of the Gazette by Babu Gopal Chander Chatarji, Financial 
. Minister of Faridkot, remarked that the telegram showed 
that the Raja of Faridkot would have no connection with the 
Nanak Panth Prakash Sabha in future. It appears, how- 
ever, from a reference to the telegram that the Babu meant 
that His Highness had never had any connection with that 
association. The Anglo-Indian newspaper of Lahore was 
misinformed by interested persons as to the photograph inci- 
dent. However, it should not have made such a violent 
attack on the Raja, even had the facts of the case been what 
they had been represented. His Highness must have been 
much grieved by the slander, for which the Gazette owes him 
an apology. Does the Lahore Anglo-Indian journal consi- 
der it a humiliation to confess its mistake ? It thought that 
it did a great service to Government in bringing to notice 
the alleged disloyalty of a native prince, but it bas really 
done great harm to Government by unnecessarily hurting 
the feelings of a loyal feudatory chief, such as the Raja 


= Girevlation , 
~ 600 copies. 


Circulation , 
200 copies. 


-Girealation, 


- 4650 copies. | 


of Faridkot. It is to be hoped that the Government of 


India will not allow the ‘unfortunate incident to pass un- 


noticed. It should at least express its deep regret at the 
unjust attack made on the R&ja by the Gazette, so that the 
authors of the calumny may feel ashamed and the Raja 
may be conciliated. 


The Aftib-i- Panjab (Lahore), of the 5th December, is 
glad to say that the Civil and Milvtary 


‘Th ‘ 
vara Gazette has lately withdrawn the 


charges which it had brought, in its issue of the 14th No- 


vember, against the Raja of Faridkot in connection with the 
display of a photograph of Dalfp Singh at the anniversary of 
the Nanak Panth Prakash Sabha. The Gazette has been well 
advised in withdrawing the charges ; otherwise the matter 
would have assumed serious dimensions, and there was no 
knowing where it would have ended. : 


The Subodh Sindhu (Khandwa), of the 7th December, 
says that it appears from the Hindu 
Puranas that Kans,the King of Muttra, 
was so greatly frightened by Sri Krishna Chandra’s enmity 
that he always saw his enemy’s image, whether he was at 


The : same, 


work or at dinner orin sleep. He trembled through fear and 


anger at the very mention of his enemy’s name. Similarly, 
the Anglo-Indian newspapers have been quite alarmed at 
Dalip Singh’s going over to the Russian Government. They 


-invent strange stories about him every day, and even wrongly 
represent natives as being his secret friends. The Sindhu 


then refers to the attack made by the Civil and Military Gazette 


-on the Raja of Faridkot and the Nanak Panth Prakash Sabha 
‘in connection with the photograph incident, and advises the 


Anglo-Indian newspapers to refrain from indulging in such 


‘unjust attacks. 


The Oudh Punch (Lucknow), of the Ist December, in an 
Frontier policy of the article headed “The story of a mad 


‘Government of India, = ion,” says that formerly a camel ruled. 


over all India. When its strength was diminished and it 
became unable to hold the sceptre, a lion appeared, and, 


{ } 
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ousting it, took possession of the country. Since then he has 
reigned supreme and lived in peace and comfort. Of late 
however, he has been threatened by a bear, which is advanc- 
ing slowly but steadily towards his north-west frontier. 
With a view to protecting his frontier from the encroach- 
ments of his adversary, the lion has bought at a high price 
the friendship of the wolf, which lives beyond the frontier 
and holds, as it were, the key of India, A number of tigers 
and leopards have also been deputed to watch the frontier, 
and the cost of feeding them and the wolf is a heavy drain on 
the country. The worst of it is that the lion has been quite 
frightened and has begun to bite off large pieces of flesh 
from his own body to meet the expenses of the frontier 
defences ; among the large pieces bitten off by him are the 
income-tax and the offers of the native princes, His friends 
and well-wishers are afraid that, if he continues to wound 
himself in this way, he will hardly have sufficient strength 
left in him to encounter his foe when the fight takes place. 


(The same paper publishes a picture in which a monster, | 


called the Frontier, is represented as demanding money from 
a native, called India, under the threat of shooting him; 
and another monster, called the Income-tax, as dancing with 
joy behind the native.) 


The Hindustan (Kaélakankar), of the 10th December, 
Raja of Kapurthala’s 
offer for the frontier de- should not accept the Raja of Kapur- 
aeanet thala’s offer of Rs. 5,00,000 for the 
frontier defences, inasmuch as. the prince is still a minor and 
his State is under the management of a Civilian Superin- 
tendent. 


The same paper, of the 7th December, is glad to say 
oe that Mir Humayun Jah, the leader 
hammadan gentleman of Of the Muhammadan community in 
Cas Fund,” Madras, has contributed Rs. 5,000 to 
the National Congress Fund, and 

hopes that his example will have a good effect on his 


-Co-religionists in the other provinces, 


says that the Government of India 
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‘GENERAL ADMINISTRATION, | 


_ The Hindustdn (Kalékankar’, of the 8th a 
Reform of ‘Legislative states that it is a true saying. that 
OP ih truth will triumph in the end. For 
some years past, and particularly for the last two years, all 
patriotic natives have unanimously agitated for the reform 
of the Supreme and the Local Legislative Councils. They 
urge that the number of non-official members should be 
increased ; that they should be appointed by election, and that 
their powersshould be enhanced. Hitherto the Anglo-Indians 
were in the habit of laughing the scheme to scorn: they have, 
however, lately themselves expressed a desire for an 
increase in the powers of the non-official members, Under 


the present system, the Annual Financial Statement is laid 


before the Supreme Legislature when the Government of 
India desires to introduce a new project of taxation, but not 
otherwise. The Legislature was consulted with reference 
to the introduction of the income-tax, but not in regard to 
the abolition of the cotton import duties. Now the Anglo- 
Indians desire that the Budget should be always laid before 
the Legislature, whether any new project of taxation is in- 
volved or not. It isa matter of great satisfaction that they 
have already accepted a portionof the scheme proposed by 
natives for the reform of the Viceroy’s Legislative Council. 
If the income-tax is maintained, they are sure to accept the 
whole scheme before long. The introduction of the income- 
tax has served at least this useful purpose, that they have 

been induced to take more interest in the administration 
than before. They bave now been convinced that, if the pre- 
sent system of administration is not improved, the income tax, 
which presses so heavily on them, will not be remitted, but 
will, on the contrary, be levied at an increased rate in future. 


The Nydya Sudhd (Hard&), of the 7th December, gives 


uM 1 of the Bengal the substance of the Memorial of the 
emorial o e pen i 
Chamber of ie A Bengal Chamber of Commerce to 
regarding the introduction | . - 

of the Financial Statement the Government: of India regarding 


in the Viceroy’s Legisla- ~ the introduction of the Annual Fi- 
tive Council. | : 
nancial Statement in the Viceroys 
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Legislative Council, and highly approves of the proposal, say- 

ing that the Memorial expresses the views of the entire Indian 

public. Whether the Memorial be successfal or unsuccessful, 

the Chamber has done an important service to this country _ se 
in bringing the matter to the notice of the Supreme 
Government. | 


The Hindustdn (K&élakankar), of the 7th December, Circulation, 
Recruitment of the Native condemning the present nomination a 
re system, under which raw, inexperi- 
enced, and half-educated sons of landlords dre admitted 
to the Native Civil Service, is glad to say that Sir Steuart 
Bayley has introduced a joint system of nomination and. 
competition for the recruitment of the service. There are 
two vacancies in the Statutory Civil Service in Bengal this 
year. In order to fill up these vacancies, Sir Steuart has 
issued orders to the effect that twenty candidates should be 
nominated for each vacancy, that they should be all subjected 
to the same examination, and that the man who gains the 
highest number of marks at the examination should be 
selected. This system, though it is not so satisfactory as a 
free competition would be, is still a great improvement on 
the present system. If Sir Auckland Colvin follows suit 
and introduces the same system in these provinces, he will, 
by doing this, give a good proof of his liberality of mind 
and win the good will of the people. 


The Bhdrat Jiwan (Benares), of the 12th December, says Giroulation, 
Sir Lepel Griffin and the that it is rumoured that Sir Lepel 7,000 copies, 
Suriia- Basar Patertie, Griffin has applied to the Government 
of India for permission to criminally prosecute the Amrita 
Bazar Patirika for the charges brought against him by that q 
newspaper in connection with his proceedings in Bhopal, or | a 
at least to answer the charges through other newspapers. 
The charges are really very serious ones, and Sir Lepel is 
bound to clear his character. . He may prosecute the Patt? tka, 
if he pleases. But he should remember that the charges 4 
being founded on written evidence, he would be unable to p 
Gisprove them. . On the contrary, he is sure to be still further 


Circulation, 
500 copies, 
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exposed in a criminal court. In fact, the Government of 


Andia itself is not likely to permit him.to prosecute the 


Pattrika, inasmuch as a prosecution would. necessitate the 
attendance of the Begam of Bhopal, the Viceroy, and other 
high Government officers before a Magistrate, and create a 
deep sensation throughout the country, the like of which was 
never witnessed before. With reference to the contra- 
diction by Sir Lepel of the charges through newspapers, the 
proposal is a useless one and would lead to no satisfactory 
results. The best way of enquiring into the truth or false- 
hood of the charges would be by appointing a Commission, 
composed of impartial and unprejudiced persons, for the 
purpose. 


The Aftdb-i-Panjdd (Lahore), of the 7th December, says 
Magistrate of Sangot that about 200 inhabitants of Saugor 
acqused of receiving bribes submitted a joint petition to the Chief 


Commissioner of the Central Provinces, accusing the Magis- 


trate of receiving bribes. The Deputy Commissioner, hear- 
ing of the petition, arrested the petitioners and, releasing 
them on bail, told them that they should prove the charge; 
otherwise they would be severely. punished. Fortunately for 
them the matter came to the notice of the Commissioner of 
Jabalpur, who cancelled the orders of the Deputy Commis- 
sioner and stopped further proceedings ; otherwise probably 
they would have been relegated to jail. No person has 
the courage to openly charge a Government official with 


receiving bribes; if any persons occasionally do so, they are 


treated with severity, as will be seen from the instance above 
referred to. This being so, bribery and corruption are spread- 
ing more and more among Government officials every day. 


The Koh-i-Ner (Lahore), of the 8th December, regrets 
a ee to say that there is at present great 
ee scarcity of grain throughont the .< 
try. An idea of the dearth may be formed from the circum- 
stance that in those parts of the Panjaéb where wheat is very 
extensively grown wheat flour sells at 12 seers the rupee. 
The Xoh is inclined to think that-the scarcity is chiefly due 


one s : . . : k 
* 


ee 


( 787 ) 


to the export of large quantities of grain to Europe, and says 


that a large portion of the population has not even one full 
meal during the day, and subsists on things which English- 
men consider fit for the use of animals. The decline of 


‘Indian industries owing to European competition has thrown 


artisans out of employment. Being unable to turn an 
honest penny, they must either allow themselves to die of 


hunger or commit thefts and robberies in order’ to obtain 


bread. It has been admitted by the higher Government 
officers themselves that the growing increase, of crime is 
in a great measure due to the prevalence of high prices, 
Indeed, the question of the scarcity of grain now demands 
the immediate attention of Government and the public. 
(The Akhbdr-{-A’m, Lahore, of the 10th December, draws 
attention to the abnormal rise in prices, and complains that 
the poorer classes are starving, and well-to-do persons are 


being robbed of their property by thieves.) 
- A correspondent of the Nas¢m-i-Agra, of the 7th Decem- 


Unsatisfactory condition ber, regrets to say that the condition 
of landlords. _ of landlords has become very unsatis- 


factory owing to heavy revenue assessments and bad. crops, 
In some districts such as Agra the landowners are unable 
to realize even so much rent as is necessary to pay the 
revenue instalments, and, consequently, they would volun- 
tarily surrender their lands to Government gratis, if it 
agreed to take them. As it is, the revenue assessments are 


very heavy, but still at every revision of settlement the assess-_ 


ments are largely increased. On the other hand, Government 
is bent on extending occupancy rights to cultivators. It is 


to be regretted that Government looks only to its own inter- 


ests and does not care for the preservation of the old landed 
aristocracy. But if Government does not sympathize with 
ita subjects in their distress, it should not expect loyalty from 
them in an emergency. ; he 


The Akhbér-i- Alam (Meerut), of the 6th December, in a 


communicated article, says that culti- 


overty. ivato 
, <et vators are unable to improve their 


land owing to their poverty, A large portion of them are so 
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poor that they have to-borrow ploughs and cattle to cultivate: 
their holdings. The writer is of. opinion that Government: 
should realize from landlords an. additional rate at one or 
two per cent, on revenue assessments, and devote the money 


- collected in this way to providing means of irrigation and 


supplying improved implements gratis to cultivators, Of. 
course, Government should allow landlords to realize the 
additional rate paid by them from their tenants with the 
rent, ; | en 


The Shahna-t- Hind (Meerut), of the 8th December, repre- 
Wisciddienh of ‘nalives ty "Ont Jesus Christ as telling the na- 
Europeans. tives from above that they will always 
remain slaves to his followers. Their admission to the higher 
ranks of the public service is out of the question. They will 
be burdened with new taxes from time to time, and Chrstians 
will continue to treat them as dogs. India will always be a 
hell to them, but a heaven to Christians, 


The Koh-i-Nur (Lahore), of the 10th December, says that 
sbentveiaiaa ws it. would appear that at Kanara a 
Assistant Collector of Kana- European Civilian, who exercises the 
iid wens powers of an Assistant Collector of 
the second class and a Magistrate of the first class, kicked a 
native, whose only fault was that he did not show respect to - 
the Civilian when the latter passed him. The District Magis- 
trate fined the Assistant Collector Rs. 25 for the assault. The . 
fine was, however, subsequently raised by the Bombay High. 
Court to Rs, 50. All honour is due to the, High Court for. 
its justice and impartiality. : oe ) 


| The Jém-i-d amshed (Moradabad’, of the 4th December, 


me ae sngointnen urges the appointment of an Honorary 
of an 


onorary Magistrate Magistrate at Hasanpur, Moradabad, 
ere on the ground that in that case the 
- Tahsildar there would be relieved of a ‘portion of his judicial 
work and. would be able té devote greater attention to his 


‘more important duties; The Jém thinks that among the 


inhabitants of the pargaha Muhammad Abdul Karim 
Khha i is beat qualified for the post, ‘His late father, Nawab 


( 789 ) 
Ghulam Chishti, was recommended for thé post by the Dis- 


trict Magistrate, but he died before his appointment was 
sanctioned by the Local Government, 


~The Nustm-i-Agia, of the 7th December, ‘complains that 
"Management of the Mu- the proceedings of the Municipul 
nicipal Office at Agra. Office at Agra are characterized by 
many irregularities, The accounts relating to the different 
branches of municipal administration are not properly kept 
up: they do not show what expenditure has been incurred in 
each branch, what things have been purchased, whether they 
were purchased at the proper price, and what has become of 
them. The management of the municipal works branch is 
very unsatisfactory. The Municipal Secretary exercises the 
powers of the entire Board, and old contractors enjoy, as it 
were, a hereditary right. The Secretary advances as much 
money to contractors as they want. Sometimes he advances 
even more money than the cost of a work. When the matter 
is noticed by a member, the surplus is recovered from the 
contractor. The Nas{m (which is conducted by B&bu Jamna 
Dis Biswés, a member of the Municipal Board) then com- 


plains that, in connection with the bridge constructed near. 


the Jama-i-Masjid and the Octroi Office built at Balkeshar, 


payments were made to the contractors by the Secretary at 


higher rates than those originally sanctioned by the Board, 
and endeavours to show that the explanation given by the 
Secretary when objection was taken by B&bu Jamna Dis 
Biswas to the payments, and the Resolutions passed by the 
Board at the meeting held on the 8th November to consider 
the matter, were unsatisfactory. No member except the 
President and the Babu took. part in the discussion, and the 
Resolutions were not written at the meeting and are not in 
accordance with the facts brought to light on the ¢ occasion, 


RAILWAY. 
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‘The Koh-+-N dr (Lahore), of the 8th Diciahes quotes an Circulation, 
450 copies, 


- extract from the Civil ond Military 
ene caused to §=(gzetie, in which the latter newspaper, 
the Commander-tn-Ubiet's referring to the winter tour of the 
“a - _Commander-in. Chief, finds fault with 


/ the Government of India for making 


\ : 


A 


His Excellency travel this year in ordinary mail trains, in- 
oe stead of special ones, .on economical grounds, and complains 
. that on three or four occasions the third class carriages were 
: : : entirely removed from the mail-trains, to the great inconve- 
Bole. nience and loss of the third class passengers, in order to make - 
_ room for his carriages. The Koh is glad to say that the Gaeette - 
<= has shown sympathy with the natives in this matter. The 
Anglo-Indian newspapers generally represent the popular 
grievances, noticed: in native journals, as imaginary and 
o exaggerated. The children of the soil are often subjected to 
q ee greater hardships than that caused by the Commander-in- 
a Chief travelling by the ordinary mail trains. The Anglo- 
Indian officers and newspapers are greatly to blame for , 
preventing the complaints of the people from coming to the — 
notice of Government. : 


, 


- Circulation, The Hindustén (K4lakankar), of the 8th December, regrets 
. Pee epee. | te es «to. say that young half-castes, who — 
; Til-treatment of native : : : | 
-- ss pagsengers by European have just passed their teens and who 

ey have: been ‘unable to obtain employ- 

: ment elsewhere, are appointed railway guards and ticket- 
collectors, They look down upon the native passengers with 
contempt, and freely abuse and kick them. The third class 
passengers contribute a large portion of the railway revenues, 
‘ and are entitled to better treatraent. The higher railway 

authorities. should insist upon the subordinate officials treat- 
ing them with courtesy. | 


Circulation, | The A’ftdb-i-Panjdb (Lahore), of the 7th December, 
600 copies. a - a 

: i j complains that the road between Guj-_ 

“ eglected “condition 

-. the road between Gujran-' ranwalla and Hafizabad isin a very 
wep nnd Hepeghed. neglected condition, and that. conse- 
— quently ekkas going over the road are ‘frequently upset and 
oe _ passengers hurt. Lately, a man was very severely wounded 
°  " owing to his ekka having been upset. The Deputy Com- 


oa ) missioner should see to this. 
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‘A correspondent of the Subodh Sindhu (Khandwé), of the 
Increase of crime at 4: 7th Decembe , complains that at Ja- | 
ra. village woman was robbed 


# 


tree Get 
os ee ee 
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of her jewellery)and killed by a thief in the guise of a 

religious mendicant outside the city. Two men, who were 
at their work at a short distance, caught-the robber and made 
him over to the police. Some persons of bad character com- 
mitted an indecent assault on a respectable ‘woman before 
her husband himself. Cases of theft, too, have of late been 
frequent. What are the local police officials about ? 


A correspondent of the Akhbdr-t-Am (Lahore), of the Circulation, 


ele ilies 10th December, writing from Gujran- 

Gujranwalla from an ex- Walla, regrets to say that lately, when 
ee fifteen boys were busy preparing gun- 
powder at a house for making fireworks which were to have 
been let off during the Lohari festival, the gunpowder caught 
fire and exploded, killing three of the boys, wounding five or 
‘six others, and setting the house on fire. The boys who were 
killed were the only sons.of three widows, whose grief at 
their deaths may be easily imagined. The writer urges that, 
in order to prevent the occurrence of such unfortunate accid- 
ents, the letting off of fireworks on occasions of festivals 
should be strictly forbidden. 


The Sti Dean (Moradabad), of the 4th December, 
RR Bae eR complains that, as no man has been 
water-carrier at the courts appointed by Government to supply 
i Moradabed. water to Muhammadans who have 
occasion to attend the courts of justice at Moradabad, 
they are put to much inconvenience from want of water. 
Of course there is always a supply of water at the Muham- 
madan mosque, which is situated a short distance from 
the court prémises ; but persons are often unable to avail 
themselves of it, because they are afraid that they may be 


called by courts during their absence. The Jdm asks the 
District Magistrate to engage the services of a Muham-. 
madan water-carrier, and suggests that the man be paid | 
from the Government treasury, municipal funds, or sub- 


scriptions raised from pleaders and mukhtars for the purpose 


3,000 copies. 
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Seditious letters and proclamations published in the name of Dalip 
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of the Chief Commissioner of the Central Provinces at the 
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Mr. Badshah’s proposal for the, greater employment of Europeans in 
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‘Magh-méla, Allahabad sei 
~ Road between Moradabad and Rampur coe 
posed demolition of the wall surrounding the city of Amritsar 
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